Palliative care, care for life: a study of the specificity of residential palliative care.
In this study, the authors describe the concept of palliative care as applied in a palliative care unit. They conducted in-depth interviews with 8 patients, 9 relatives, and 24 caregivers from two residential palliative care units. Observation of the care and of team meetings and analysis of patient records provided additional data. Palliative care involves a specific concept of care, the central focus of which is life. This is realized by two strategies. The first is to create space to live by diverting attention from the sick body, moving the illness into the background. The second is to fill the space as meaningfully as possible, so that patients can enjoy life even in the face of death. The quality of the caregiving process in palliative care is determined by a range of conditions and processes that reflect its complexity.